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55 0.169 0.168 0.992
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0.430 8 0.702 8 0.653 33 0.229 22 0.630 16 0.609 51
0.294 13 0.726 6 0.684 23 0.224 24 0.671 11 0.761 9
0.291 14 0.699 9 0.675 27 0.210 26 0.675 10 0.463 127
0.266 15 0.705 7 0.651 35 0.200 28 0.663 13 0.582 63
0.262 16 0.662 14 0.734 11 0.176 34 0.611 19 0.648 36
0.242 18 0.561 25 0.842 5 0.148 41 0.495 39 0.637 40
0.237 19 0.555 26 0.619 47 0.124 56 0.480 43 0.418 160
0.234 21 0.581 24 0.667 29
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0.437 7 0.624 17 0.731 13 0.143 45 0.531 31 0.595 55
0.412 9 0.610 20 0.681 25 0.143 46 0.368 79 0.587 60
0.375 11 0.589 23 0.768 8 0.139 47 0.542 28 0.494 104
0.332 12 0.448 53 0.518 89 0.136 48 0.475 44 0.482 114
0.235 20 0.621 18 0.517 90 0.134 49 0.513 35 0.587 59
0.228 23 0.668 12 0.648 37 0.133 50 0.371 77 0.411 172
0.215 25 0.492 40 0.724 16 0.131 52 0.464 48 1 1
0.201 27 0.521 32 0.528 85 0.128 53 0.415 60 0.428 153
0.197 29 0.451 52 0.729 15 0.127 54 0.346 93 0.403 177
0.195 30 0.504 38 0.589 57 0.125 55 0.403 68 0.627 43
0.193 31 0.535 30 0.576 65 0.106 72 0.540 29 0.535 81
0.182 32 0.471 45 0.448 136 0.100 78 0.511 36 0.434 149
0.177 33 0.468 46 0.611 50 0.099 79 0.454 51 0.486 113
0.168 35 0.645 15 0.679 26 0.099 81 0.480 42 0.415 165
0.167 36 0.373 75 0.584 61 0.086 105 0.509 37 0.628 42
0.158 38 0.550 27 0.392 185 0.085 111 0.412 63 0.472 121
0.155 39 0.409 64 0.701 19 0.076 120 0.442 54 0.417 162
0.155 40 0.592 22 0.682 24 0.074 121 0.161 235 0.372 202
0.148 42 0.369 78 0.611 49 0.073 123 0.489 41 0.871 3
0.146 43 0.597 21 0.568 70 0.063 166 0.356 82 0.390 186
0.146 44 0.397 70 0.673 28 0.060 188 0.334 97 0.549 77
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A Study of the Competitiveness
of the Second-tier and Third-tier Cities in China

Ni Pengfei & Li Su
( Research Center of City Competitiveness of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732)

Abstract: Without "urban diseases" or " barriers to entry" of the first—tier cities the second—tier and
third—tier cities in China have relatively improved infrastructure and policy support compared with the fourth—
tier cities. Thus they have increasingly strong attraction and adhesion and the development potential cannot be
underestimated. The analyses have been made in terms of urban economic competitiveness competitiveness
for commerce and livable competitiveness about the four types of cities to discern the strong and weak points
of the second—tier and third—tier cities. And the results show that economic competitiveness of the second—tier
and third—tier cities is seriously imbalanced. Investment for urban economic competitiveness has produced dis—
satisfactory results. High housing price and low income are not conducive to livable city and urban economic
competitiveness. Technological innovation and high—end productive elements are the successive dynamics of
developing the second—tier and third—tier cities.

Key words: second —tier cities; third —tier cities; economic competitiveness; competitiveness for com—
merce; livable competitiveness

43



