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A Study on the Network Structure and Sustainable Competitiveness
of Global Urban System

CAO Qingfeng' NI Pengfei’ MA Hong-fu'
( 1. Institute of Modern Economic and Management Tianjin University of Finance and Economics Tianjin 300222 China;

2. National Academy of Economic Strategy Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 122000 China)

Abstract: There exists significant “North-South” differentiations in the global urban network dominated by a few northern
cities such as London New York and Paris. Meanwhile the structure of global urban network is polycentric and multi—
hierarchical. The European-American-Japanese urban system and Western Pacific-dndian Ocean coastal urban system occupy the
core and weak core layers of the global urban network while the other cities of developing countries belong to the marginal layer.
Besides the sustainable competitiveness distribution of the global urban system is “dumbbell” type and the number of high—
competitiveness and weak-center cities is the most while the high-competitiveness cities in developing countries do not
necessarily belong to the strong—center cities in the global urban network. Chinese cities should further expand their opening to the
world and enhance their global sustainable competitiveness by actively embedding in the global urban network.

Key Words: global urban system; urban network; urban sustainable competitiveness
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